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and that defiance of the Papacy was the only road
open to them.   Already at the end of June Henry
had gone as far as to threaten an appeal from the
Pope to the General Council of the Church, the meet-
ing of which was then being discussed; but now
that he knew that Francis was failing him, and the
Pope had finally cast down the gage, he took the
next great step which led to England's separation
from Rome.   Norfolk was recalled, and Gardiner
accredited to  Francis only with a watching brief
during the Papal interview at Nice, whilst Henry's
ambassadors in Rome were recalled, and English
agents were sent to Germany to seek alliances with
the German Protestant princes.   When, therefore,
Norfolk arrived in England, he found that in his
two months' absence Cromwell had steered the ship
of state further away than ever from the traditional
policy of the English conservatives; namely, one of
balance between the two great Catholic powers;
and that England was isolated, but for the doubtful
friendship of those vassal princes of the Empire who
professed the dreaded new heresy.   Thenceforward
the ruin of Anne and Cromwell was one of the main
objects of Norfolk and the noble party.
The treatment meted out to Katharine during
the same time followed a similar impulse. Chapuys
had been informed that, the King having now taken
a legal wife, Katharine could no longer be called
Queen, but Princess Dowager of Wales, and that
her regal household could not be kept up; and on the
3rd July Katharine's principal officers were ordered
to convey a similar message to her personally. The
message was roughly worded. It could only be
arrogance and vainglory, she was told, that made